
CHESS PIECE INSTRUCTIONS

1. Find scrap pieces of wood of desired type.  Dimensions – any length as long as the
pattern will do but a minimum dimension of  7/8” by 7/8” is required. 

2.  Square up one edge if it is not already square. 
3.  Saw another edge of the wood square. You could do this using a band saw. 
4.  Print chess pattern.  You need 4 pages to make a complete set of chess pieces.
5.  Cut pattern apart into individual chess pieces.
6. Attach pattern to wood using glue stick or other method of choice.  Folded edge goes

on corner of wood. The pattern is attached to the non-square edges.

7. Drill two holes as shown in figure.

8. Scroll saw starting at drill holes all the way around chess piece returning to bottom.



Do not finish cut beyond bottom.  Wood must remain connected to main block.

9. Rotate wood 90 degrees.  Repeat step 8.

10. Finish third cut by cutting off bottom of chess piece.  This piece causes separation



and chess piece may be disassembled from inside of block.

11. For the knight, the eye may be drilled in with a hand drill.  We recommend minimum
depth and the second hole for the other eye be drilled from the other side.  For these
operations it is useful to use the scrap piece cut from the piece to hold the piece flat.



12. Sand if necessary/desired.
13. Stain one team of chess pieces darker.  The picture shows one set done in Watco

Danish Oil – Natural and the other done in Watco Danish Oil – Black Walnut. These
chess pieces are shown in white oak. Optionally, a different type of wood could be
used for each team.


